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3$ TRICTURES 


ON THE 


Political Condition of the I ews, 


SE 
} _ _ 


FROM 


4 1. Kings, xXIi. chap. I. 2. 3. 2 4. verſes, 


« And they continued three years without war between Syria 
« and Iſrael. And it came to paſs, in the third year, that 
% Jehoſhaphat, the king of Judah, came down to the king of 
1% Iſrael. (And the king of Iſrael ſaid unto his ſervants, 


« Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be ſtill, 
« and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?) 


« And he ſaid unto Jehoſhaphat, WILT THOU GO WITH 
« ME TO BATTLE TO RAMOTH GILEAD ? AND JEHO- 
«* SHAPHAT SAID TO THE KING OF ISRAEL, I AM AS 


© THOU ART, MY PEOPLE AS THY PEOPLE, MY HORSES 
„% AS THY HORSES.” 


— ALL Scripture,” ſaid Paul to Timothy, 

« 1s given by inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, and for inſtruction in 
** righteouſneſs.” The paſſage now read 
ieryes to + ad6b 208 to correct, 


It is a remarkable fact, but not to the 
credit of human nature, that, in almoſt e- 
very age and country, Man hath been the 
ſlave of the King or of the Prieſt*, and - 
Power mutt be lodged ſomewhere ; but men who think and - * 


Judge for themſelves, will diſtinguiſh between a power to govern 
and the abuſe of it. 


8 


ſometimes of both at once. In ſeveral caſt- 
ern governments}, the ſubjects, from time 
immemorial, have been, and at this day are, 
as ablolutely the property and at the diſ- 


poſal of the Sovereign as his herds and 
flocks. , 


A tax ſuppoſes the ſubject to be veſted 
in ſome property, but an eaſtern Monarch 
is under no neceſſity of Jevying taxes, be- 
cauſe not the ſoil only, but every thing up- 
on and under it, is, by indefeaſible right, 
his own. When he ſells a territory, he ſells 
the men who inhabit it. When he takes 


it into his head to make war, he needs on- 


ly to ſpeak and it is done: from the heart 
of his ſeraglio he commands a dignified 
flave to carry out an hundred thouſand 
other ſlaves to the field of ſlaughter. 


To trace the variety of cauſes which have 
contributed to this wretched degradation 
of our ſpecies in eaſtern governments, nei- 
ther falls within my defign, nor is it ne- 


ceſſarily connected with the ſubject. It is 


however to my purpoſe to obſerve, that 
the Jews had, for a long time, been an ex- 
ception from the general miſery of eaſtern 
nations. This ſingular people, by their 
religious and political inſtitutions, were put 


t Siam, Pegu, et al. 


* 


65) 


in poſſeſſion of privileges which no other 


nation ever enjoyed. By covenant they 
were devoted to God and ſeparated from 


the reſt of mankind. I hey were God's pe- 
culiar people, and continued, in ſome mea- 
ſure, to delerve that honourable appella- 


tion till the change of their government 
under Saul. 


That this people were under a Therncrac? 
is evident, both from the Abrahamic cove— 
nant, and from the various extraordinary 
interpoſitions of Divine Providence in their 
behalf. This covenant was afterwards re- 
newed with great pomp at Sinai. Upon that 
memorable occaſion (as we read in Deut. 
xxvi. chap. 17 verſe, &c.) the whole con- 
gregation of Iſrael aſſembled. The people, 
on the one part, ſolemnly ** avouch the Lord 
* to be their God, that they will walk in 
“ his ways, and keep his ſtatutes, and his 
* commandments, and his judgments, and 
* hearken to the voice of his mouth.” God 
on the other part, ** avouches them to be 
his peculiar people.” 


In the xxviit. chap. of Deut. 3. 4. &c. 
the bleſſings of his covenant are very 
fully and particularly enumerated: But 
at the beginning of the chapter you will 
remark the conditions upon which theſe 
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bleſſings were to be beſtowed and con- 
tinued. If they ſhould hearken unto the 
« voice of the Lord their God, to obſerve 
„ and do all his commandments ;” but if 
they forſook the covenant of their God, 
they were to incur the forfeiture of all its 
bleſſings. 


Upon their eſtabliſhment in the promiſ- 
ed land, they came under the government 
of extraordinary perſons called Judges, 
whom God raiſed up from time to time. 
This period continued about two hundred 
and ſixty years: that is, from Othniel the 
firſt, to Samuel the laſt, of the Judges. It 
comes not within my deſign to trace the 
ſources of that irreligion and profligacy of 
manners which began to prevail among 
them ſoon after their ſettlement in Canaan: - 
The fact, however, is unqueſtionable, that 
during this period of their government, 
they grew more. and more corrupt. We 
read that every now and then © they did 
« evil in the ſight of the Lord;” and that 
the Lord for their correction and reforma- 
tion, as often fold them 1 into the hands of 
« their enemies.“ 


At the cloſe of Samuels adminiſtration 
the Theocracy, properly fo called, ſeems to 
have ceaſed. The Jews grew weary of God 


CP 


as their king, and publicly threw off their 
allegiance to him, 


This appears with ſufficient evidence from 
1ſt Sam. viii. chap. 4th verſe, &c. hen 
« the Elders of Iſrael gathered themſelves 
« together, and came to Samuel,” requeſt- 
ing, ** that he would make them a King to 
« judge them like all the nations. The 
« thing diſpleaſed Samuel.” By pray- 
er he conſulted God in the matter. Fe 
receives this anſwer: * Hearken unto the 
« yoice of this people in all that they ſhall 
« ſay unto thee, for they have not rejected 
&« thee, but they have rejected me, that I 
e ſhould not reign over them.“ 


To diſſuade the people from a reſolution 
ſo inconſiſtent with former ſolemn engage- 
ments, Samuel is commanded to delincate 
to them the general character and conduct 
of the princes by whom they ſhould be go- 
verned. The remonſtrances of the prophet, 
inſtead of conquering their obſtinacy and 
reducing them to reaſon, ſerved only to 
heighten their clamours, and to give a keen- 
er edge to their impatience. * Nay,” ex- 
claimed they, „but we will have a king o- 
“ ver us, that we allo be like all the nations, 
aud that our king may judge us, and go 
out before us, and fight our battles.” “ 


— — 


(8) 


In the xiiith chap. of Hoſea,' God; re- 
ferring to the conduct of the Jews on this 
occaſion, ſays, © I gave them a king in 
* mine anger.” Saul was this king. The 
people clothed him with unlimited autho- 
rity. He poſſeſſed the excluſive privileges 
of making war, and peace, and alliances; 
of appointing commanders in the army, of- 
ficers of ſtate, and judges in the admini!- 
tration of juſtice. In a word, all the powers 
of government, the legiſlative, the judicial, 


and executive, ſeem to have been veſted in 


Ohle man. 


David, of the tribe of Judah, ſueceed- 
ed Saul in the government. He was a pious, 
brave, and humane prince. But the almoſt 
perpetual wars in which he was engaged, 
although ſome of them juſt and neceſſary, 
could not fail to impoveriſh his ſubjects. 
Like other warlike princes, he kept a nu- 
merous ſtanding army in time of peacc. 
This expedient. he might perhaps have 
thought neceſſary, to overawe thele petty 
princes whom he had ſubjected to As an 
annual tribute. 


; Kanne ſucceeded. to the throne of Ju- 
dah and Iſrael. He was a wiſe and peacer 
ful prince, But: although he did. not enter 
into unneceſſary and deſtructive wars, he 


( 9) 


ied meaſures which produced effects 
ſcarce leſs prejudicial to the intereſts of his 


ſubjects. 


His paſſion for magnificence and ſhow 
was extravagant. Carellus, .a.good critic, 
calculates the daily proviſion that was made 
for his table to have been ſufficient for for- 
ty-cight thouſand men. This however was 
not the worſt of it. Some time after his e- 
levation to the throne, he fell into the hu- 
mour of marrying a multitude of wives, all 
of them princes' daughters. Not to men- 
tion his three hundred concubines, the re- 
venue adequate to the maintenance of ſeven 
hundred ladies of high diſtinction, muſt 
have been immenſe ; and, it we ſuppoſe, 
what is not improbable, that each of them 
had a ſeparate houſehold eſtabliſhment, the 
expenditure muſt go near to beggar calcu» 
lation, 


It is true, the ſacred record informs us, 
that, during this reign, gold and ſilver 
** were as the ſtones of the ſtreet for abun- 
dance.“ A ſuperficial reader might 
thence infer, that the body of the people 
were proſperous and happy. To ſay how- 
ever that the Jews were a happy people, be- 
cauſe their king was rich, and their nobles 
rich, and their prieſts rich, were hardly 

B 
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jeſs ridiculons than to pronounce at man 
poſſeſſed of a ſound and vigorons conſtitu- 
tion, who is covered with ulcers from the 
fole of the foot to the nape of the neck. 


The riches brought to Solomon by his In- 
dian fleet, the annual tribute paid him by 
the nations whom his father had conquered, 
and the accidental preſents made him by 
foreigners of diſtinction for his lectures on 
wiſdom, might ſhed an artificial glory round 
him; the ſolid glory of a Prince however 
conſiſts in making a whole people happy, by 
opening the ſources and rewarding the ex- 
ertions of induſtry. 


The fact is indiſputable, that the Jews, 
towards the cloſe of this reign, laboured 
hard at the furnace of ſlavery and oppreſ- 
fion. This is evident from the tranſactions 
which followed immediately upon the death 
of Solomon, previous to the acceſſion of his 


fon Rehoboam. 


F. 


During this ſhort interval, the people 
made a laſt effort* to regain their liberty. 
It was too late. The ſtruggle ſerved only 
the more firmly to rivet their chains ; and 
they found that it was much eaſier to loſe, 


than to recover the firſt of human bleſſings. 


— 
— 


* By Petiti6n and Remonſtrance. 8 


1 


In the xiith chap. of iſt Kings, 2d verſe, 


we read, that Jeroboam and all the children 


of Iſrael preſented to Rehuboam, a humble 
and reſpectful petition, praying tor a dimi- 
nution of tribute and ot perſonal ler vitude. 
The petition runs in the tollowing terms. 
« Thy father made our yoke grievous, now 
% therefore make thou the grievous 
« ſervice of thy father, and the heavy yoke 
© which he put upon us, lighter, and we 
„ will ſerve thee.” The young monarch 
diſmiſſed them with the promile of an anſ- 
wer on the fourth day. Meanwhile he 
conſults with the old men .who ſtood 
« before Solomon his father, who {pake 
« unto him, ſaying, it thou wilt be a /er- 
„ vant unto this people, and wilt erve 
« them, and anſwer them, and {peak good 
* words to them, then they will be thy 
% ſervants for ever.“ 


Such language ſuited. neither the temper 
of this Prince, nor the high notions of pi e- 
rogative in which he ſeems to have been e- 
ducated, Treating therefore with ſcorn 
and indignation the ſalutary counſel of the 
old men, he applies to thoſe profligate 
youths who. had been bred up with him at 
his father's court. They dictate-to him 


* Ag the revolt of the ten tribes is not connected with the 
lubject, I have paſſed it over in ſilence. 


(12) 
ſuch an anſwer as it was natural to expect 
from creatures, who whilſt they are them- 


felves the tools of deſpots, yet regard the 


reſt of mankind as flaves. © Thus ſhalt 
« thou fay unto them, My little finger 
* ſhall be thicker than my father's loins, 
* And now, whereas my father did lade 
« you with a heavy yoke, 1 will add to 
«« your yoke; my father hath chaſtiſed 
« you with whips, bat 1 will ehaſtiſe you 
« with £45. na * 


| Suffice it to ſay, that the political condi- 


tion of the Jews continued the fame under 
the reigns of Abijam and Ala.* 


' Tehoſhaphat the ſon of Aſa ſucceeded in 


this government of Judah. He was a wile 


and pious: Prince; but this reply to Ahab 


in my text is one proof among a-thouſand 
beſides, that it is a dangerous thing to truſt 


tho beſt of men with too much power. 


Jo the W of ſehoſhaphat we muſt, 
however, obſerve, that he beſought the King 
of Iſrael to conſult the prophets before they 
fet out in the expedition againſt the Syrians. 


Ahab complied, and ſummoned a general 


convention of his prophets. - They aſſem- 
ble to the number of about four hundred. 
Ahab puts the following queſtion. ** Shall 
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„1 go to Ramoth Gilead to battle, or 
« ſhall I forbear?” With one voice the 
prophets exclaim, © Go up, for the Lord 
« ſhall deliver it into the hand of the King;“ 
whilſt the ſymbolical horns of Zedekiah, 
one of their number, ſeem. to have inſpired 


the King with a more than ordinary enthu- 
fiaſm for the battle. 


Jehoſhaphat perhaps doubting the inſpi- 
ration, but cerzaizly ſuſpecting the ſincerity 
of theſe prophets, a{ks the king of Iſrael, 
If he had not an honeſt prophet in his 
kingdom, or as the ſcriptures expreſs it, 
*« A prophet of the Lord beſides, at whom 
* we may enquire?” The king of Iſrael 


replied, that there was one man, Micaiab, 


« by whom we may enquire of the Lord, 
but I hate him, for he doth not prophe- 
e cy good concerning me, but evil.“ 


At the preſling inſtances of Jehoſhaphat, 
Micaiah 1s ſent for. It ſhould ſeem that 
this prophet had been convicted of ſeditious 
practices; for we learn, that the meſſengers 
found him ſhut up in a dungeon. He is 
carried from his dungeon into the preſence 


of the federated Princes. In firm and 


plain language, he declares the expedition 
fatal to Ahab. The king of Iſrael remands 
him to his dungeon, with this injunction, 


: 
: 


e „ 


that the prophet ſhould be fed ' with the 


„ bread of afltiftion, and with the water 


of affliction,“ till his victorious return. 


Now, my brethren, we may be aſſured, 
that thele four hun red prophets employed 
all the credit they derived from their offi- 
cial capacity, to inſpire the people with a 
conviction, that the war in which their 
King was engaged was not only a juſt and 
neceſſary, but an honourable war. No 
doubt they beſought the God of battles to 
cover the heads of the federated kings in 
the day of battle ; that he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to pour out the vials of his 


wrath upon the Syrians ; and that he would 


reſtore the victorious troops of Iſrael in 
ſafety to-their country and their friends. 
To ſome preſent it may ſeem aſtoniſhing, 
that among four hundred and one pro- 
phets, there ſhould have been found only 
one honeſt man ; but if, as Mr. Henry 
ſuppoſes, they had been the King's chap- 
lains, your aſtoniſhment will ceale. The 
nettle, it is ſaid, will not grow upon the 
ſea-ſand ſoil ; the nettle, we are ſure, loves 
neither the marſhy fen. nor the heathy 
mountain; but-. ghoſtly ſycophants are 


weeds: that poiſon every foil, and, what is 
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ſingular enough, they thrive well even on 
barren ground. 


Now, my brethren, it may at firſt ſight 
ſeem extraordinary, that the prediction of 
Micaiah had not diſſuaded the pions Jeho- 
ſhaphat from taking any part in the war 
againſt Syria ; but it we compare the laſt 
verſe of my text with what immedjately 
follows, we ſhall find that. Jehoſhaphat had 
pledged his honour to Ahab betore the 
prophets had been conſulted. * And he 
% faid unto Jehoſhaphat, wilt thou go 
« with me to battle to Ramoth Gilead? 
% And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king of Iſ- 


* rael, I am as thou art; my people as 


« thy people; my horſes as thy horſes. 
And Jehoſhaphat ſaid to the king of It- 
e rael, enquire, I pray thee, at the word 


* of the Lord to-day.” 


This leads me directly to the ſubject; 


and my text ſuggeſts the three following 
Inquiries, viz. | 


1ſt, Whether Ramoth did or did not. 
originally belong to Syria? 


2d, Whether Jehoſhaphat did well or ill 


pology for the condu# of Jchoſhaphat on this occaſion. 


* I am ſorry, that it is not in my power to make a better a» 


6 
in entering into an alliance with Ahab a- 
gainſt Benhadad ? 


3d, Whether Jehoſhaphatought, or ought 
not to have conſulted with and obtained 
the conſent of at leaſt, his ſubordinate rul- 
ers before he waged war with Syria? 


The firſt enquiry is, whether Ramoth did 
or did not originally belong to Syria? Here 
it may be proper to obſerve, that Ramoth 
was ſituated on the north-eaſt of Jordan in 


the lot of Gad. It was one of the fix, which 


God by Moſes had appointed to be cities 
of refuge for the manſlayer, and ſeems to 


have been on the frontier between Syria and 
Iſrael. From Juſtin, Strabo, and other au- 
thentic hiſtorians and geographers, it ap- 
pears, that antient Syria extended from Eu- 
phrates* on the eaſt to Jordan on the weſt. 
If ſo, thea, not Ramoth only, but all that 
tract of country poſſeſſed by the two tribes 
and half, did originally belong to Syria. 


It may be ſaid, that the Amorites con- 
quered the Syrians, and the Jews ſubdued 
the Amorites, and therefore, the land be- 


* Were it neceſſary, it, might be ern from ſeveral paſſages 
in the New Teſtament, that the Syrians had been the original in- 
habitants not only of Gilead, but en of the north of Canann, 


as far weſt as the Mediterranean. 
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longed to the Jews by the right of conqueſt. 


Conqueſt creates power, and power conſti- 


tutes right. Hence The right of conqueſt. 


This, my brethren, is neither the place 
nor the time to expole the iniquity of ma- 
ny of thoſe claims that are founded in the 
right of conqueſt. 1 ſhall only obſerve, 
that if this right is founded in reafon and 
equity, then the fineſt provinces in Poland 
belong to Ruſſia, Pruſſia, and Auſtria ; and 
yet it is believed that theſe Powers have 
acquired dominion in Poland only by trea- 
chery and force. | 


By the right of conqueſt too, almoſt all 
South America belongs to Spain. The na- 
tives of that devoted country were a plain, 
inoffenſivc, hoſpitable, and induſtrious peo- 
ple : but the Spaniards wanted gold, and 
therefore murdered feven millions of its 
inhabitants. 


Here I know it may be ſaid, that waving 
altogether the right of conqueſt, the Jews 
were entitled to the land they poſſeſſed by a 
higher right, namely, by a grant from Heaven. 
We ſhall be told, that Canaan was expreſs- 
ly ſtipulated to them in the covenant made 
with Abraham, Iſaac and .Jacob, and which 


was afterwards- renewed to Moſes and the 
8 


— 
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whole e e of Ifract 1 in the wilder- 
nts. ; 


All this is admitted. What then? Was 
the eovenant, in which that grant was con- 
veyed, unconditional-? No. An uncondition- 
al covenant is a contradiction. Nothing can 
be more clear and expreſs than the condi- 
tions to be. performed on the part of the 
Jews. They were to © Hearken to the 
« voice of the Lord their God, and to ob- 
66 ſerve and do all his ſtatutes and command 
% ments; and particularly they were to ab- 
ſtain from the idolatrous practices of the 
nations whom they had conquered. . 'Theſe 
were the terms on which they held the land of 
Canaun; the terms on the performance of 
which all their hopes were founded. It is 
however notorious, that notwithſtanding the 
ſtrong fences which God had ſet up againſt 
idolatry, the ten tribes, at the acceſſion of 
Jeroboam, fell into idolatry, and continued 
to worſhip the calves of Dan and Bethe! at 


leak till the captivity. 


From what hath been Gaid, 1 appears, ER 
Fabry did originally belong to Syria; and 
that the ten tribes, by falling into idolatry, 
incurred the ere not of Ramoth only. 
but of every inch o&Jand they poſſeſſed. 
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I go on to the fecond inquiry, namely, 
Whether Jehoſhaphat did well or ill in enter- 
ing into an alliance with N Nin — 
mea | 


1 It will readily be a Wan 1. watts 
of every league is, or ovght to be, the recis 
procal intereſts of the parties concerned. It 
js not difficult to foreſee the advantages which 
Ahab might have derived from this alliance. 
If the federated Princes had been fucceſsful 
at Ramoth, they would, very probably, have 
carried their victorious arms to the other 
frontier towns; to Hamath and Arpad, and 
ſo have made themſelves maſters of the 
whole frontier between Iſrael and Syria. An 
acquiſition of the firſt importance to the king 
of Iſrael. But what advantage could Jeho- 
ſhaphat hope to reap from the moſt brilliant 
ſucceſſes? What was the object of the war on 
the part of this Prince? | can ſee none, unleſs 
it had been the aggrandizement of a dangers 
ous neighbour and rival, whom the dictates 
of ſound policy ſhould have taught him to 
bumble. From the reſtleſs and ambitious 
temper: of Ahab, Jehoſhaphat had every rest 
fon to believe that he would have embraged 
the firſt opportunity to turn his arms againſt | 
Gerjamin and Judah, 


Hence I think myſelf erated to infer; 


62 


that the war with Syria, as far as Jehoſtiaphat 
was concerned in it, was unjuſt, cruel, and 
impolitic. Unjuſt, becauſe unprovoked on 
the part of Syria: Cruel, becauſe a deluge of 
human blood might have been unneceſſarily 
ſhed : Impolitic, becauſe Jehoſhaphar had 
much to loſe but nothing to gain by it. 
2 proceed to the third inquiry, namely, 
Whether Jehoſhaphat ought or ought not to 
have conſulted with and o tained the con- 
ſent of his ſubordinate rulers, before he had 
waged war with Syria? 


It may be ſaid, that Jehoſhaphat was an ab- 
ſolute Prince, and therefore needed not to con- 
ſult with any of his ſubjects about the expedi- 
ency of going to war with Syria. I anſwer, 
that a wiſe and humane Prince, altho' clothed 
with abſolute power, will not venture upon 
war without conſulting with and obtaming 
the conſent of ſubordinate rulers. Did jeho- 
ſhaphat not know, that a war begun and car- 
ried on with the conſent of his people, was, 
under God, the moſt likely way to give vi- 
gour and ſucceſs to his arins? Did Jehoſha- 
phat believe himſelf to be the only man in 
his kingdom, and that the creatures he go- 
ver ned had been given him in a grant from 
heaven purely to gratify the cravings of ava- 
rice, or to execute the projects of ambition? 
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It would be to trifle with common ſenſo 
to allege in vindication of Jehoſhaphat, 


« That not a man of Tudah or Benjamin fell at 
„ Ramoth.” Without the ſpirit of prophecy, 
he could not know that this would have been 
the caſe: On the contrary, from the excel 
lent diſcipline of the troops on both ſides, 
from the conrage and experience of the com- 
manders, and eſpecially from the unexting- 
uiſhable animofity that ſubſiſted between the 
Jews and Syrians, Jehofhaphat- had every 
reaſon to expect that the conteſt oe avg have 
on long, and: "Re carnage dreadful. ; 


In theſe expectations what muſt have been 
the feelings of Tehoſhaphat?—Did he look for- 
ward- to the probable confequences of the 
war ?—An exhauſted treafury and a depopula- 
ted kingdom. Did he look forward to the 
bloody field ſtrewed with the dying and the 
dead of his own ſubjects?— Did he antici- 
pate the tears and ſorrows of thirty thouſ- 


and widows and orphans whom the {word of 
Syria might have given to his dominions ?— 
Good God! When ſhall the annals of man 
ceale to be the regiſter of cruelties and 
crimes ?—War is an evil of the firſt magni- 
tude; an evil which a wiſe and humane 
Prince will avoid by every mean not incon- 
ſiſtent with the dignity of his crown, the 
N proſperity of his ſubjects, or the * of the 
State. 


( 2e ) 
3 ]tonclade with a wert inan, of i7vo 
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| * That the Britiſh Conſtitution, when 
compared with the Jewiſh from the time of 
Saul. m Jultly be Arles excellent, | 


The belt form of Government i is that by 
whieh the liberty, the property and life of 
the ſubject, are moſt effectually ſecured, It 
Was a law of Moles, ** That whoſoever ſhed- 
i deth man 's blood, by man ſhall his blood 
be ſhed:” and yet in direct oppoſition to 
the letter and Gicit of that law, ſome of the 
kings both of Judah. and Hrael put their own 
ſubjects to death without the ſhadow of a trial, 
thre I think it neceſſary only to obſerve, 
that, by the laws of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
the life and liberty of the beggar are as ef. 
e ſecured: 72 thoſe af the Prince. 


But. my 5 1 when we ſay that a 
Conſtitur ion is excellent we do not mean that 
it may not have many defects, much leſs that 
it is perfect. Excellent is a term of relation, 
and therefore when we ſay that a Conſtitution 
is excellent, we mean no more than that it 
is better than many others. 


My ſecond remark is, That the ignorance 
of the People Hever fals do pave the way for 
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defects in government and corruption in the 
adminiſt ration. 


This remark applies with pecul:ar propri- 
ety to the political condition of the fews 
during the regal government. You have ak 
ready ſeen that at the cloſe of Samuels ad- 
miniſtration, this people, like Jeſhnran, had 
waxed fat and kicked, and ligluly eſteemed 
« the rock of their falvati.n” I hey had 
grown inſenſible of the bleſſings which they 
enjoyed under the immediate Government of 
God; they had renounced allegiance to him 
as their political head, and had refuſed to be 
any longer governed by thoſe excellent cd 
tutions given them by Moles, 


_ Accordingly they raiſed their new king a- 

bove the laws, and from that time the will 
of the king ſeems to have been the law of 
the land. The prieſts did not fail to im- 
prove to their own advantage, the inglorious 
ſurrender made on the part of the people. 
The deſign of their appointment was, at ſta- 
ted times, to inſtruct the people in the whole 
law; I fay in the rohe lau, becauſe it was 
not enough to read thoſe parts of it that re- 
ſpeed only the worſhip of God: the people 
were likewiſe to be inſtructed in that which 
related to themſelves as members of a . 
cal community. 


duties of their office, and that, in other reſ- 


( 3 
That the prieſts during this period of the 


Jewiſh government, had been juſtly charge- 
able with the moſt criminal negle& of the 


pects, they had ſunk to a very iow pitch of 
degeneracy, are facts which, it is preſumed, 
will not be controverted by any who is but 
ſaperticially acquainted with the Bible. We 
learn that during the reigns, even of ſome 
of the Kings of Judah, the book of the law 
had, not been at all read to the people, and 
that in Joſiah's time it was found buried un- 
der rubbiſh in a corner of the temple. 


Hence thoſe bitter complaints and thoſe 
awful judgments denounced againſt the rulers 
both in church and ſtate, with which the 
prophetical writings abound. My people 
are deſtroyed for lack of knowledge. Be- 
* canſe thou haſt rejected knowledge, | will 
«* allo reject thee: that thou ſhalt be no prieſt 
e tome; ſeeing that thou haſt forgotten the 
law of thy God, I will alſo forget thy 
« children.” Hoſ. iv. 6.—+ Who ſhall have 
*« pity upon thee, O Jeruſalem? or who ſhall 
« bemoan thee ? or who ſhall go aſide to aſk 
«© how thou doſt? Thou haſt forſaken me 
« faith the Lord; thou art gone backward : 
therefore will 1 ſtretch out my hand againſt 
« thee and deliroy- thee : I am weary with 
6 repenting.“ Jer. xvth chap. g and 6 verſes. 
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. » Further, my brethren, the ſtate of Chrif- 


tendom, from the fixth to the ſixteenth cen- 
tury, will furniſh another illuſtration of my 
ſecond remark. During that dreary night, 


a night of a thouſand years, the king and the 
prieſt, although they often quarrelled about 


other things, yet ſeom to have entered into a 
ſolemn league and covenant to reduce the peo- 
ple to the bondage, and to hold them in the 
fetters of ſuperſtition and ignorance. I enter 
not into the various cauſes of this degrada- 
tion, ſome of which were delicate in the ex- 
treme. 


The fact however is undeniable, that to- 
wards the cloſe of the ſixth century, man 
tamely {urrendered the exerciſe of reaſon; but 
he was puniſhed for the ſurrender. For thn 
witches and hags, ghotts and goblins ; hen 
caſuiſts, confeflors, and monks ; hen, all hell 
was let looſe upon helpleſs man. Then was 
the golden age of the church, becauſè refrac- 
tory princes were cowed into obedience by 
ghoſtly mandates ſealed and ratified in hea- 
ven. Then religion flouriſhed, becauſe the 


Pope's exchequer was never empty. Then, in 


a word, the treaſures of kings and emperors 


were carried to Rome to ſave themſelves 


from damnation, or, (which was the fame 
thing) from the thunder of him who wore 


the keys of St. Peter. 
D 


* 
—— 


| 
| 
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Is there a man who hath read the hiſtory 


of man during 
2 not bleed for him? 


At FN Reformation Man dared to reſume 

the exerciſe of reaſon, at icalt in matters of 
religion. Obſtacles, ſeemingly inſurmounta- 
ble, were however thrown in his way. Gib- 
bets, blocks, racks, red hot bars of iron, fire 
and faggots, piked barrels, and the wheel of 
Sr. Dominic. Theſe were the inſtruments 
which the Church employed to prevent * 
tacy, and to puniſh apoſtates. 


The jealouſy of deſpotiſm often defeats its 
own purpoſes. Accordingly the thunderbolts 
of the Vatican, although directed by the arm 
of ſecular power, inſtead of extinguiſhing or 
even damping the zeal of the Reformers, 
ſerved only to make it blaze forth with re- 
doubled ardour ; ſo that, like the Jews in E- 
egypt, the more they were afflicted, the 
% more they multiplied and grew.“ 


The Reformation produced no great change 
For the better on the civil condition of man. 
Contented with the permiſſion of thinking 
and judging for himſelf in thoſe things which 
relate to a future ſtate, he left his beſt inte- 
reſts in this world to the exclufive manage 


the above period, — heart 


_ — — — 
—̃ͤ ——— —_ — — 
— ? .. 


(27 ) 
ment, and unqualified dif] e of the * 


bens wer fo 


The Engliſh were the firſt people in Chriſ- 
tendom, who before the Reformation, were 
emancipated from the thraldom of political 
deſpotiſm. But to what cauſes are we to attri- 
bute their emancipation? To the body of the 
the people themſelves? No. Did the love 
of liberty glow with keener ardour in hem 
than in the boſom of Germans and French- 
men? No. Lo what then are we ro attribute 
the emancipation of Engliſhmen ? To the ten- 
der mercies of their princes? No. Did John 
and his ſon Henry, pitying the degraded ſtate 


of their ſubjects, voluntarily abridge the R oy. 


al prerogative ? No. The foundations of that 
political fabric, which hath long been the 
pride of Britons, the envy of Europe, and 
the admiration of the world, were laidin the 
claſhing intereſts of Royalty and Ariſtocracy. 


To taſte the ſweets of liberty is to be free; 
accordingly, from one generation to ano- 
ther, the fabric received freſh acceſſions of 


beauty and ſtrength, till it was is completed at. 
the Revolution. 


1do not preſume to detail the excellencies 


of the Britiſh Conſtitution. The ſubject nei- 
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ther requires it, nor is it a taſſt to which [ 


deem myſelf cgmpetent. However, Ieruple 
not to aver, that as far as your circumſtances 
and opportunities will allow, it is bath your 
duty and intereſt to acquaint yourſelves, at 
leaſt, wick the leading principles of the go- 
vernment under which you live. This is your 
Privilege as 51 . _ your rel as 
men, r 


| | A Goa and happy 3 far from dif. 
countenancinꝑ a manly and couſtitutional diſ- 


cuſhion of its principles and laws, invites you 
to examine every part of that edifice which 


| hath beenreared by the wiſdom, and cement- 


0 1 the Wood, of your fathers. 


4 Now. my bn en en remains that 
we: join in expreſſing our gratitude to the Gi- 
yer of all good, for thoſe ſacred and civil pri- 


A 1199 with which we are favoured above o- 


er nations. Even a ſmall portion of liber: 
ty is a rieh portion. Let us labdur to deſerve 
our by a ſuitable improvement of it. Final- 


1y, my brethren, let us ever remember, that 
the end of all good government, whether 


eccleſiaſtical or civil, is, to teach us, that 
« denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 


ve ſhould live ſoberly, , and - oof 
| 5 in this pteſcntoworld.” - 99 


